ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS:
An important message about the use of personal electronic devices during lectures and seminars:
In recent years the use of new technologies have become pervasive in the classroom. While some of these technologies can facilitate teaching and learning (such as the use of notebook computers for note-taking), these technologies now also present a risk of significant disruption to the classroom environment. As a result, the use of mobile phones (including text messaging) will not be tolerated. Turn your phones off at the beginning of lecture/seminar. You may check your messages during the break period, and at the end of the lecture/seminar. Laptop computers, ipads, and other personal electronic devices are for the use of note-taking only, unless requested otherwise by the Course Director or TA. Surfing the net, checking your email, looking at photos, etc., are distracting to students around you, as well as to the Course Director or TA. If you find these uses of technology more compelling than the lecture or seminar discussion, you are requested to immediately leave the classroom environment. 

Should you find this policy unacceptable, you should immediately drop this course. Your continued enrollment in this course indicates your willingness to comply with this policy.
REQUIRED COURSE TEXT / READINGS:
Deborah Brock, Rebecca Raby and Mark Thomas (eds.) Power and Everyday Practices Toronto: Nelson, 2011.
Deborah Brock, ed. SOCI 2070 B: Social Order and Social Organization Reading Kit
Toronto: York University Bookstore, 2011. Please cite articles using original publication information. Supplementary readings are not required readings. They are suggestions for further research.  Note that this reading kit has changed substantially from previous years.
Linda Elder and Richard Paul, The Art of Asking Essential Questions (First Edition) The Foundation for Critical Thinking, 2009. 
WEIGHTING OF COURSE:
20%
Mid-Term Test

20% Final Test

40% Four Quiz @ 10% each

20% Seminar Attendance and Participation (10% will be provided with your mid-term results)
COURSE INSTRUCTOR / CONTACT:
Course Director: Professor Deborah Brock 
Office: 2108 Vari Hall x60302 
Web Site: www.yorku.ca/dbrock 
Office Hours: Following lectures, or by appointment. Please speak to me during lecture period to arrange a discussion. I can also be reached by email at: dbrock@yorku.ca.
EXPANDED COURSE DESCRIPTION:
“The aim is not to explain people’s behaviour but to be able to be able to explain 
to them/ourselves the socially organized powers in which their/our lives are 
embedded and to which their/our activities contribute.” 



Dorothy E. Smith 



Writing the Social: Critique, Theory, and Investigations 



University of Toronto Press, 1999: 8. 
How does what you think become thinkable? How does what you know become knowable? Addressing these kinds of questions requires an investigation of social organization. In this course, we challenge pre-conceived, normative assumptions about social organization. We do this through a number of means. 
• We ‘unpack’ ‘the centre’, bringing into question taken for granted, normative 
assumptions about social organization. 
• We investigate every day objects and practices, exploring the social, economic, 
and political processes which produce these objects and practices. 
• We address ‘the politics of representation’. We analyse a selection of ‘texts’, 
including written, music and film texts, in order to comprehend the significance 
of the politics of representation. 
• We explore how power is embedded in ‘the social’.  We investigate two 
approaches to power, the first inspired by the work of Karl Marx, and the second 
by the work of Michel Foucault. We consider the uses and limits of these 
approaches for enriching our understanding of social organization. 
This is an intellectually challenging course, designed for people who are willing and able to undertake sustained and serious scholarly engagement. It is not recommended for first year students and students who have not previously undertaken critical analysis in the Arts and Social Sciences. Regular attendance at lectures and seminars are essential to success in this course. 
ORGANIZATION OF THE COURSE:
Lecture Schedule:

	Date
	Topic

	Reading

	Sept. 8
	Introduction to Course

	Ch 1

	Sept. 13
	Power

	Ch 2

	Sept. 15
	Power

	Ch 2

	Sept. 20
	Method
	Ch 3

	Sept. 22
	Representation         Quiz 1 (2:00/14:00)
	KIT: Hall, 1997

	Sept. 27
	Counting Past Two
	Part 2 Intro & Ch 4

	Sept. 29
	Heterosexuality

	Adams, 1997, 2002; Rochon, 1995

	Oct. 4

	Whiteness

	Ch 5

	Oct. 6
	Beauty
	KIT: Dyer, 1997;

Chapkis, 1986; TBA

	Oct. 10/12  
	Reading Week
	

	Oct. 18
	Class, State, Power
	Ch 6

	Oct. 20
	Age                 Quiz 2 (2:00/14:00)
	Ch 7

	Oct. 25     
	Mid-Term Test
	

	Oct. 27
	Science
	Part 3 Intro & Ch 8

	Nov. 1
	Therapy
	Ch 9

	Nov. 3
	Shopping
	Ch 10

	Nov. 8
	Finance              Quiz 3 (2:00/14:00)

	Ch 11

	Nov. 10
	The West and the Rest

	Part 4 Intro;         Marx 1998; Hall, 1995  

	Nov. 15
	The Imaginary Indian
	Ch 12

	Nov. 17
	Coffee
	Ch 13

	Nov. 22
	Tourism

Quiz 4 (2:00/14:00)
	Ch 14

	Nov. 24
	Nation States, Borders, Citizens
           
	Ch 15

	Nov. 29
	Course summary and test prep
	Review

	Dec. 1
	Test & final class
	

	Dec. 5
	No class scheduled
	


COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

Students will:
1. Develop critical thinking skills and work with key concepts. 
2. Critically examine theoretical debates and methodological frameworks pertinent to the study of social organization and social order.

3. Apply conceptual and theoretical ideas to particular empirical sites and case studies.
4. Build writing and research skills in sociology;

5.   Learn how to ask good questions.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION / NOTES:
Student Conduct and Responsibilities Form 
General Criteria: 
 I make an appointment to meet with my TA when I require clarification of course material or 
evaluation criteria. 
 I devote 4-5 hours per week to course readings, lecture material review, and assignment 
preparation (in addition to the time spent in lecture and seminars). 
 I have consulted the syllabus before requesting information about the course. 
 I complete my readings prior to lecture or tutorial (whichever comes first), giving them careful 
attention. When a matter addressed in a reading is unclear, I raise my concerns with my 
Teaching Assistant. 
 I increase my efforts when I feel confused or discouraged, and consult the TA and/or Course 
Director. 
 I begin preparation for assignments well prior to the due date, rather than producing papers at the 
last minute. 
 I recognize that true retention of course material in preparation for tests is not possible when left 
to the last minute. I take my own study habits into account before I complain about the marker. 
Lectures: 
 I have attended lectures regularly, and arrive on time. 
 I actively listen, and take thorough notes in lectures. 
 I raise questions when a point is unclear to me, or when I require further substantiation of course 
material. If I am reluctant to speak during lecture, I provide my question or concern to the TA or 
Professor in verbal or written form as soon as possible. 
 I refrain from carrying on conversations with my neighbours and disturbing other students. 
Tutorial Participation Self-Evaluation: 
Preparedness 
 I carefully completed the assigned readings before the tutorial. 
 I noted any unclear areas in the readings and prepared questions to bring to tutorial. 
 I noted any unclear areas in the lecture and prepared questions to bring to tutorial. 
Speaking and Listening 
 I contributed to the class discussion by making useful or interesting comments. 
 I actively listened to what other students said during tutorials. 
 I actively participated in group projects and personally contributed ideas/information. 
Attendance 
 I attended tutorial. 
 I arrived on time for tutorial.
