York University 

AP/PPAS 3135 3.0  M  Public Law I
The Constitution and the Courts in Canada

Summer 2019 (S2)
Course Director:  Dr. Sirvan Karimi

Class Hours:  Monday(s) and Wednesday(s):  7:00-10:30  PM
Class Location: ACW 204
	
	


Office Hours and location: 133 McLaughlin College,  
Office Phone: (416) 736-21 X 22782
Email; dalaho@yorku.ca

Course Description:

This course is designed to examine and evaluate the role of the courts in the interpretation of constitutional division of powers between the two levels of government in Canada. In order to accomplish this central  objective of the course,  attention will be  paid to leading court cases  related to the division of powers between  federal and provincial  governments as have been enumerated in the Constitution Act of 1867. Discussion will concentrate on formal constitutional interpretation, the politics of judicial process, and shift in power relations between federal and provincial governments.
  Expected Learning outcomes:
After the completion of the course students  are expected to
a- acquire a comprehensive knowledge of the distinctive features of the Canadian constitution and constitutional changes
b-gain a better understanding of federal division of power and the historical trajectory of    Canadian federalism 

c-  gain a foundational understanding of judicial interpretation of the federal division of power and the  potential  of federalism review to shape federal-provincial power dynamics.

d-  gain an appreciation of the dynamics and complexity of  the roles of the courts and  federalism review  in Canada
e. develop analytical and research skills that are essential to pursuing advanced studies in the field of public policy and  administration

Format: Format: The course will consist of lectures, interactive discussion of the readings, and occasional audio-visual presentations. Lecture notes and course announcements will be posted on the course moodle.   Course lecture takes place during the first part of class. During the second part of class there will be class discussion.  In order to facilitate class discussion and participation, students are expected to read the assigned readings.  

Course Requirements;

Participation                                                                            (10%
Take Home exam                                                                     ( 25%-         July 8th )

Case Commentary                                                                  30%--         July 22nd ) 

Final Exam                                                                              (35%-------- August). IS Not Cumulative
Required textbook:

Peter W.  Hogg. (2017). Constitutional Law of Canada, Student Edition. Toronto: Thompson Carswell.

Recommended book:

Peter Russell, et al. (2008). The Courts and the Constitution: Leading  Cases. Toronto: Edmond Montgomery.

*** During the course of study, additional readings may be assigned or recommended. 

Web Resources:

Supreme Court of Canada homepage:

http://www.scc-csc.ca/case-dossier/info/search-recherche-eng.aspx
Reported Decisions of the Supreme Court 1983 to Present
https://scc-csc.lexum.com/scc-csc/en/nav.do
Canadian Legal information Institute (a search engine for reported court cases in all Canadian jurisdictions).

http://www.canlii.org/en/index.html
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