York University
School of Public Policy and Administration
Canada’s Social Policy
AP/PPAS/HREQ  3761 3. 0   A. AP/POLS 3170
Summer 2019 (S1)
Course Director: Dr. Sirvan Karimi

Class Hours:   Tuesday(s) and  Thursday(s): 2:30-5:30 PM
Class location:  VH 3009

	
	


Office Hours;  Monday(s) and Wednesday(s): 10:00-11:00 AM
Office Location: 133 McLaughlin College

Email: dalaho@yorku.ca

Course Description:
This course is designed to introduce students to Canadian social policy. The course outlines the historical trajectory of social policy in Canada and highlights significant social, ideological, political and economic factors that have shaped social policy in Canada. Certain national and provincial social programs such as old age pension, unemployment insurance, child benefits and welfare assistance will be analyzed. In the final section, attempt will be made to analyze and assess the ongoing pattern of social policy reforms and the impacts that these welfare reforms have had on Canadians of different socio-economic backgrounds. The implications of welfare state restructuring for the principles of social justice and equity will be evaluated. 
Learning Objectives: 
 At the end of term students are expected to; 
a-Acquire a foundational understanding of the interplay of economic, political and social forces that structure the terrain of social welfare policy in Canada.  
b- Gain an appreciation for the dynamics and complexity of social policy in Canada. 
c- Gain a comprehensive understanding of the interplay of political institutions and social policy 
d- Be able to compare Canadian social welfare programs to other OECD countries.

e- Develop analytical and research skills that are essential to pursuing advanced studies in the field of public administration and social policy. 
Format: The course will consist of lectures, interactive discussion of the readings, and occasional audio-visual presentations. Lecture notes will be posted on the course moodle.   Course lecture takes place during the first part of class. During the second part of class there will be class discussion.  In order to facilitate class discussion and participation, students are expected to read the assigned readings.  Lecture notes and Announcements will be posted on the course moodle.
Required Textbooks:
Finkel, Alvin. (2006). Social Policy and Practice in Canada: A History.  Waterloo, Ontario: Wilfred Laurie University Press.(Electronically Accessible)

Blake, Raymond B. and Jeffrey A. Keshen, (2006).eds,   Social Fabric or Patchwork Quilt: The Development of Social Policy in Canada. .  Peterborough, Ontario: Broadview Press.

*** Additional readings may be assigned or recommended during the course of study.

Suggested (Optional)Textbook:
Ernie Lightman and  Naomi Lightman. (2017). Social policy in Canada . Oxford University Press, 

Karimi, Sirvan (2017). Beyond the Welfare State: Postwar Social Settlement and Public Pension Policy in Canada and Australia. Toronto: University of Toronto Press( on Reserve)
Online Sites Related to Social Policy Issues
Caledonia Institute of Social Policy 

Http://www.caledoninst.org
Canadian Council on Social Development

http://www.ccsd.ca/links.html
The Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives

http://www.policyalternatives.ca
C.D. Howe Institute

http://www.cdhowe.orgCentre for Social Justice

http://www.socialjustice.org
Course Requirements:

Attendance and Participation:                                                       %10
 Take-Home Exam:     May 23rd                                                   %25
Research  paper :     June 4th                                                      %30
Final Exam:  Examination Period                                              %35 (Is not Cumulative)
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