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Course Description:

This course is designed to introduce students to Canadian public law and explore how the relationship between Canadians as both individuals and communities and their governments are governed by three main components of public law which are; constitutional law, administrative law and criminal law.  Throughout the semester, there will be intensive review of the major contemporary issues in Canadian public law including:  administrative tribunals; criminal law, the division of powers and federalism, the role of the Courts, judicial interpretation of the Constitution and judicial activism, and recent challenges to the Constitution. Furthermore, discussion will focus on formal constitutional interpretation, the politics of judicial process, and the interaction between law, communities, public policy and administration in Canada.
Course Objectives:

By the end of the course, students should be able to:

1- learn a foundational understanding of the constitutional and administrative structures of Canadian law and government.
2- Understand the legal institutions and legal arrangements that structure the relationship between the individual and the state and between the constituent parts of the state itself. 



3- Understand the sources of governmental authority in Canada; the distribution of powers between the federal government and the provincial governments; the separation of powers among the legislative, the executive and the judicial branches of government; and the constraints on the power of the state over its citizens

4- critically dissect key constitutional principles, including: the rule of law, democracy, federalism, minority rights and judicial independence;

5- illustrate through concrete examples how administrative law; criminal law and constitutional law are sub-divisions of Public law
6- Understand basic elements of the common law system such as precedent and stare decisis.

7- equip students with an invaluable background  on public law that would be an asset for studying advanced Public law courses.

Format: Format: The course will consist of lectures, interactive discussion of the readings, and occasional audio-visual presentations. Lecture notes and course announcements will be posted on the course moodle.   Course lecture takes place during the first part of class. During the second part of class there will be class discussion.  In order to facilitate class discussion and participation, students are expected to read the assigned readings.  

Course Requirements;

Attendance and Participation (10%)

In-Class Test (30%-----------                        Oct 15)                                             )

Research Paper (30%------                    November 19)
Final Exam (30%--------                       December); Is not Cumulative 
Required textbook:

John Fairlie and Philip Sworden. (2019).  Introduction to Law  in Canada. Second Edition.  Emond Publishing

*** During study, additional readings may be assigned or recommended. 

