Summer 2022

AP/EN 4070 6.0A (SU)

Literature and Other Arts.

Course Director: Ila Goody
e-mail: igoody@yorku.ca
Time: Fully Online

Delivery Format:

ONLINE — (asynchronous delivery) — There is no set course meeting
time. Students may engage with course content/materials 24/7.

Description:

The course explores literature’s relationship to the visual arts, music,
and film/photography. We will consider the ways in which “the sister
arts” are represented in literary texts and also are reflected in their
forms and styles, as well as questions concerning synesthesia (an
interplay of the senses), blended genres, and hierarchy in the arts.
Topics to be examined will include: the roles of fantastic painting,
architecture, and film/photography as informing models for
literature; portraiture as a key analogue for life-writing, in both theory
of biography and autobiographical fiction; visual design of the Gothic
house in the creation of the uncanny; interplay of text and
photographs in the Surrealist novel; and the ways in which film
versions of narrative fiction transform and expand the original texts.
We will further examine the role of music in literature: for example,
Nietzsche’s idea that tragedy arises out of the Dionysian and
Apollonian spirits of music; the competing roles of Mozart and jazz in
Herman Hesse’s novel, Steppenwolf; and the function of jazz as
“embodied cognition” in the poetry of Langston Hughes. In addition,
we will compare examples of traditional textual illustration with the
form of contemporary graphic novel. A variety of critical and
theoretical approaches will be considered. The objectives of the
course will be to enable students to engage with works of literature
that relate to other arts, and to acquire the skills to theorize and
interpret those works.

First three texts to be read: Poe, Carter, Lovecraft.

Category:

A

Historical Requirement:

N/A

Requirements:

One bibliographic assignment - 20%
One Essay Proposal -20%
One Final Essay - 40%
Forum Posts -20%
Total - 100%

Reading List:

e Hesse, Herman: Steppenwolf (Picador)
e Poe, Edgar Allan: The Portable Edgar Allan Poe (Penguin
Classics)
e Hughes, Langston: Selected Poems (Vintage)
e Wilde, Oscar: Salome (Dover Art Books)
The Picture of Dorian Gray (Modern Library)
e Nietzsche, Friedrich: The Birth of Tragedy (Penguin)
e Carter, Angela: The Bloody Chamber (Penguin)




e Lovecraft. H. P.: At the Mountains of Madness (Modern
Library Classics)

e Jackson, Shirley: The Haunting of Hill House (Penguin)

e Breton, Andre: Nadja (Grove Press)

e Woolf, Virginia: Orlando (Alma Classics)

e Kirkman, Robert: The Walking Dead (Vol 1.)

Days Gone By (Image Comics)
e Morozoff, Nicholas: How to See the World (Pelican)

Open To:

Yr 4 Honours




