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Writing Process: Invention, Originality, Ethics 

Course 
Director: 

Name: Dr. Stephanie Bell 
Office: ONLINE 
Ext. 
e-mail: T1 - Stevie Bell, stepbell@yorku.ca  

T2 - Dion Tubrett, dtubrett@yorku.ca  
T3 - Dion Tubrett, dtubrett@yorku.ca 

other information: Appointments via ZOOM through email 

Time: ONLINE Asynchronous 

Delivery 
Format: 
 

ONLINE – (asynchronous delivery) 
 

Description: Writing is commonly conceptualized as a process of “writing up,” the act of 
documenting fully formed ideas, arguments, and conclusions. However, scholarship in 
writing studies shows that writing is a recursive process of knowledge production. 
Writers inevitably find themselves “writing through” ideas and issues and landing 
somewhere unexpected. Writing is also a process of knowledge production in a larger 
sense. As writers engage with what others have said before them, they contribute to 
social constructions of knowledge. Underestimating the complexity and power of the 
writing process can cause writers to become frustrated and even defeated by the 
exercise. In this course, students develop a critical understanding of writing processes 
and the roles writing process plays in the production of knowledge. 

Are ideas originated, developed, found, borrowed? 
What principles, beliefs, and motivations govern the ways ideas come into 
being,  
circulate, and develop? 

Students develop social science research, critical thinking, and writing skills through 
course subject matter and assignments. In particular, this course helps students 
grapple with what it means to “write in your own words,” as university-level 
assignments invite them to move beyond imitation and repetition to contribution 
and “originality.”  
 
Course Evaluation 
Assignment: Graded Discussion Forum Posts (6 total)  
Weight: 30% 
Deadline: Thursdays as per the schedule 
Late submission deadline: August 5th 

Assignment: Paper 1  
Weight: 30%  
Deadline: June 17 

Assignment: Paper 2  
Weight: 40%  
Deadline: August 5th 
 



Historical 
Requirement: 

N/A 

Requirement: Course credit exclusions: AP/WRIT 1700 9.00, AP/WRIT 1701 9.00, AP/WRIT 1702 
9.00. Note: This is an approved LA&PS General Education course: Social Science. 

Reading List: 
(Subject to 
change – 
please check 
with 
Instructor/York 
Bookstore 
before 
purchasing) 

All course readings are open-access or available through the York 
University library system to keep your costs low. See the course schedule 
for more information. 
 

Open To: Open 
 


