Course Outline: Christianity, Christian Culture and Modern
Chinese Culture and Literature

DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGES, LITERATURES AND LINGUISTICS

Course Code
AP/CH 3850 3.0 Christianity, Christian Culture and Modern Chinese Culture and Literature

Course Description

This course examines the impact of Christianity and Christian culture on modern Chinese
culture and society since the early twentieth century. Through the analysis of selected works
written by novelists, scholars, theologians and church leaders, students will gain insights into
the complex relationship between Christian culture and Chinese society as a whole and the
role of Christianity in the development of Chinese modernity.

Course Delivery
Delivery Mode: LECT

Expected Learning Outcomes

1. Examine literary texts that offer a unique perspective on Chinese culture, literature and
religious values

2. Appreciate the basic differences between Christianity and Chinese religions such as Chinese
Buddhism and Daoism as they are represented in literary texts

3. Demonstrate a clear understanding of the relationship between Christianity and China's
politics as well as Chinese society

4. Apply critical thinking in relationship to the complexity of the mutual communication
between different cultural systems and values and, more specifically, between those of China
and the West, as expressed in a wide variety of scholarly and literary texts

5. Evaluate different forms of human expression by familiarizing themselves with the ways
Chinese literature has problematized the dialectic interaction between different cultures,
national identity and the making of civilization

6. Enhance their interdisciplinary knowledge by having access to literary texts that redefine
and highlight the relevance of religious values in the context of globalization

Course Materials

Text:
Weekly lecture
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examples of sample course materials assigned weekly

= Leecture 2; Christianity in China: From the Tang Dynasty to
the Eepublic of China to the Present (continued)

Before the lecture
= A glimpse from Lecture 1
© Some relevantwarm-up guestions

a. Wiy do most schelars consider the Tang Dynasty the first
periodwhen Christianity attempied to penetrate China?

b, Whe doyeu thinkwas the most important missionary in Ming
Dhynasty?

¢, Provide two key reasons for the Qing government s defeat in
the two Opium Wars.

. Tell the class one most important element regarding the
history aff Christianity in Tang dynasty, Yuan dynasty, Ming
dynasty and Qing dynasty, respectively,

e, Wiy is Jerusalem considered as the center af World
religions?

= We'll focus on the topics below in today’s class:

4. Christiamity in (ing Dynasty: Missionary-doven Growth of
Christianity and its challenges (continued)

A Before the first Opium War

E. During the peniod between Opium War 1 and Opium War 2
C. After the second Opium War

3. Christianity in the Republican era: Christianity had toface the
challenges and erises while trying tointegrate comprehensively
into Chinese society

» @ Christianity in the PRC: The retfreat, rebound and

uncertainty of Christianity qfter 1949 until the present -(next
week)
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= Lecture 2:Chnistianity in China: From the Tang
Dynasty to the R,epuﬁlic of China to the Present
(continued)

= 4. Christianity in Qing Dynasty: Missionary-driven
Growth of Christianity and its challenges(continued) .
We will focus on:

A Before the first Opium War

B. During the period between Opum War 1 and Opum
War 2

C._ After the second Opium War

o Christianity in Qing Dynasty (continued)

A. Before the first Opium War

The very beginning of Qing Drynasty was a cmuecial moment when a
few remaining Foman Catholic missionaries tried to survive while
waiting for another opportunity to expand the influence of
Christianity as an emerging relizion after many of their fellows had
been tortured at the end of Ming Dynasty, underthese
citcumstances, the fate of missionanes in China was controlled by
the emperors rather than by the Jesuit Society or Pope. The
missionaries also hadto confront all kinds of difficulties suchas
aveoiding assaults from Mandarins and living peacefully with
Chinese people. That’s why, in the transition from Ming to Cing,
there were only around 300 FRoman Catholic missionaries
remaining, most of whom went underground. Lets” see some
examples onthe next page:

Ouick Q1: Who were Mandarins?

Qq2: Describe the varions situations of Roman Cathelie
missionaries in the entire period aof Ming Dynasty based lecture 1
and this narrative.
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A. Before the first Opium War

...... Kee-lung ( #1%), who ascended the throne in 1736 for
1733-Mak note), was far better inclined towards Eurapeans;
vet, reiterated persecutions disturbed the peace of Christians,
and rendered the most ardent endeavors of the missionaries
abortives F-80). Notwithstandig( /= &) the meany marks of
private regardwhich Kee-lung showed them, a‘ﬁg_' remained, as
asect (Faf; i), exposed to the caprice (% & &%) of the
local mandarins ( 8837 B iF) who offen persecuted them with
g?'&'m:sﬁ_n;}'. After the cm‘-::rnm‘fm;’i@ﬁ ¢ B8 of Kea-king ( £55),
(1792, ) the successor of Keen-lung, the missionaries had far
more to suffer; for he hated Christianity move bitterly than any
af his predecessors had done.

(p. 340, Curzhis)

Qgl: Why do Kee-lung (Qianlong) and Kea-king (Jiagig)
have opposite attitudes to the missionaries?

A. Before the first Opium War (continued)

Aswe mtroducedin Lecture 1, Matteo Ricci was successfully
to use the two strategies to promote Christianity, namely in
order to preach efficiently, Ricci and his coworkers introduced
Westem science, which focused on mathematics, astronomy
and visual arts (for mnstance, oil pamntings; see an example on
next page, Ginseppe Castiglione s paintings suchas One
Hundred Horses in a landscape, Qianlong emperor chasing a
deer on a hunting trip) to the Chinese imperial court while
carrying on significant inter-cultural and philosophical
dialozue with Chinese scholars. The efforts finally conwvinced
afew of Chinese scholars (or officials) to convert Christiamity.
After the era of Matteo Ficci, his followers from Jesuit
Society continued to adopt his methods to keep Christian’s
nfluences in Qing Dynasty. Among whom, Johann Adam
Schall vonBell (B ) » and Ferdinand Verbiest { BT
{=) stood out.
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=refereice=

Giuseppe Castiglione (FBtttT;
1688 —1766: upperright). was
an Italian Jesuit brother anda
missionary in China, where he
served as an artist at the
imperial court of three
emperors —the Kangxi (

BB) . Yongzheng (¥EIF) and
Qumlong (%2F2) emperors.
He paintedin a style thatis a
petfect fusion of European and
Chinese traditions.

= Discussion Topics from Today’s Lecture

1. Read the two paragraphs below and answer the question:

Why was the Russian Empire able to seize Qing territory without fighting?

The Treaty af AL 7, On 251 1@ 315'5&' ihe sepamre Treaty g

gégim WS 51f H-'H gussmi?rnfs&r barﬁ mf
ermi ‘the N a&r i Russm gained the

left banik af t dmur Rrwr pus ngrh-e bor south from the Stamgvay

monntgins. A later rm.m:u the Convention of Peking in 1860, gave Russia

control over a non- a1 on the P.:x' codst, where Russia founded the
city of Vladivosiok %g aid in 186 J:ﬁc o

Bemeen ISJS and 1360, the Rnssian Empu.'e m:l.ﬂexed I:eml:unes adjoining th

Amur 'l%ﬂgl to the Chinese Ohfig dynas Sit‘lDﬂDf

unequal IIEEIIES 838 Treaty of ﬂuglm sclgﬂed. I:h m&enﬁal ikolay

hiufay mrepreseﬂh.ﬂg the Fuzsian Empir %esmtmg
urye—a tBIﬂt E.I:rel:chmg from the Amur

north to the Stanow Mcmnl:ams but th memmaﬂt il % refused to

T the treaty’s validity. Two wsla e:r Opium

concluded with the Convention of Pekin I:he previous treaty

az well as an additional cession in udmg[ the enl:l.re Pacific codst to the Korgan
d.e:r as 'n-e]l as theisland of Sakhalin toFnssia. These two teml:nnes
d to modern-day Amur Oblast and Primorsle
TE spm:{t- ﬂecl:n- elj.r, I:'l:uzj.r are nrﬂ:en referred to as 'Duter I:'-I"mchuna, part of
the gmﬁter region of Manchufta.  (from Wikipedia: edi
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Tentative Grade Breakdown and Deadlines

[Provide a breakdown of course components into individual assessments, including the weight
of each assessment and anticipated date held or due date. Include whether assessments are
held in-person or online or if they might be held outside of class time (e.g. evenings or

weekends)]

Assessment

Tentative Deadline

Class participation &

o 15% In-person The end of the course

contribution
The first one in the
middle of the course,

Reports (2x5%) 10% In-person and the second one at
the end of the
semester

ertten Tests ( The first one in the

first 30%, second middle of the course

20%) 50% In-person ’
and the second one at
the end of the course
At the end of the

Oral presentations: 25% In-person course

100%
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