


Course Outline: Philosophy of Language
DEPARTMENT OF Philosophy
Note for students: This short course outline is provided for planning purposes only. Course information is tentative and subject to change; the final course syllabus will be available by the first day of classes.
Course Code
AP/PHIL 3200 3.0 Philosophy of Language
Course Description
Of all human affairs, Dewey wrote, linguistic communication is the most wonderful.  It is wonderful because it enables people to get things done, by expressing their wishes, fears, hopes, beliefs, requests, etc., and because it enables them to get informed about the world around them and about each other.  Now people can achieve all of this by means of language because the sounds and marks they use are endowed with meaning.  Meaning is thus the central concept to be studied in this course, which will address issues that fall into two broad categories, one having to do with the nature of linguistic meaning and its relation to language users, the other having to do with the relation between meaning and reference, that is, the ability of words to hook on to extra-linguistic reality.  
	We’ll try to get clear about the nature of linguistic meaning by considering the relationships between the meaning of words and what people mean by using them, between what people say and what they intend to say, between what people mean by their words and what other members of their community mean by them.  Must people be socially situated in order to possess any language at all?  To what extent, if any, do claims about what it takes to communicate with others shape our claims about the nature of meaning and language?  
	We’ll examine the relation between language and extra-linguistic reality by asking how different types of linguistic expressions – proper names, descriptions, predicates, demonstratives, etc. – manage to refer to various parts of the world.  What is the relation between meaning and truth?  Does the physical environment people live in play an essential role in determining the meaning of their words and, if so, what role exactly?  Or is the meaning of people’s words only a function of their mental states?  
Course Delivery
Delivery Mode: LECT
All lectures are in person
Course Materials 
All the required readings are posted on eClass.  Study questions, to help with the readings, and outlines, to help with the class meetings, will be posted weekly on the course eClass site.  Note that these outlines will not be replacing the classes, and that attending classes is essential to doing well in the course.  
Example reading:  H.P. Grice, “Meaning”, The Philosophical Review, Vol. 66, No. 3 (Jul., 1957), pp. 377-388
Tentative Grade Breakdown and Deadlines 

	Assessment
	Weight
	Mode
	Tentative Deadline

	In-class examination
	20%
	In-person
	February 9, 2027

	In-class examination
	30%
	In-person
	March 9, 2027

	Class participation
	10%
	In-person
	N/A

	Term paper
	40%
	Take-home
	April 6, 2027

	
	100%
	
	





[image: ]Page 1 of 3		
image4.png
srofessionaisidies. YOR K ALY,




