


Course Outline: Perception, Knowledge, and Causality
	An introduction to philosophical discussion about what exists, and how the most basic things interact with each other (the subject of metaphysics), and what we can truly know about such things (the subject of epistemology).



DEPARTMENT OF Philosophy
Note for students: This short course outline is provided for planning purposes only. Course information is tentative and subject to change; the final course syllabus will be available by the first day of classes.
Course Code AP/PHIL 2080 3.0 F
Course Description
An introduction to epistemology and metaphysics, with a primary focus on epistemology. Epistemology is a branch of philosophy concerned with the nature of knowledge and with questions about what we can know and how we can acquire knowledge. Metaphysics is a branch of philosophy concerned with the nature of reality and addresses questions about what there is in the world and about the real nature of things. We will explore a sampling of epistemological and metaphysical questions in this course, using texts written by David Hume and Bertrand Russell. We will look at the difficulties of knowing things. When we pursue their study, we can better assess what must be there for us to know. However, you will not necessarily be asked to agree with either David Hume or Bertrand Russell, though some of you may well do so. Our task is to examine their intriguing arguments and conclusions to see where they may have erred, or to endorse whatever they may have rightly observed, if we think so after critical reflection.
Course Delivery
Delivery Mode: Asynchronous comments of a probing and critical kind are expected twice on the assigned text uploaded to the designated e-class page in advance of each lecture. The lectures and further synchronous class discussion on the topic will follow. 
The comments on a given text will be at least one comment directly on the assigned text itself, and another on some comment already posted on the e-class page. The discussion will then proceed in person, as some threads will be taken up for discussion in class. All the comments will be taken into consideration for grading the discussion.
Course Materials 
We will first discuss arguments and theses proposed in David Hume’s book, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding. In the second half of the course, we will examine related items in Bertrand Russell’s The Problems of Philosophy. We will not be reading the books to be convinced but to be provoked by them, and to think things out for ourselves.
Tentative Grade Breakdown and Deadlines 
At least two comments on the e-class page for the assigned text, along with in-person comments in class, will be the main basis for the course grade. One midterm essay, held in class, and one final exam, a short essay held during the exam period, will supplement the discussion grades.
	Assessment
	Weight
	Mode
	Tentative Deadline

	Discussion and Participation
	[60%]
	2 comments before each class, and any comments in class.
	Biweekly for twelve weeks

	Midterm essay
	[20%]
	In-person short essay 
	The Session Before Reading Week

	Final Essay
	[20%]
	In-person short essay
	During the Final Exam Period

	
	
	
	

	
	100%
	
	



After completing the course, you should be able to improve at the following tasks: 
 
1. Critically analyze conceptual issues. 
1. Actively read a text for its meaning. 
1. Accurately summarize a text. 
1. Critically evaluate a text. 
1. Critically evaluate arguments. 
1.  Form well-considered judgments on difficult questions.
1.   Construct well-thought-out arguments.
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