Perception, Knowledge, and Causality
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Course Instructor: Jagdish Hattiangadi
E-mail: jagdish@yorku.ca
Phone: 1 416 766 4446
Office Hours & Location: by appointment at I:00 p.m.-1:30 p.m. M. W. S437 Ross or by Zoom, Friday 1:30 p.m.-2:00 pm.
Course Time & Days: 11:30 a.m.- 12:50 p.m. M. & W.
Class Location: Keele Campus,TBA
Course eClass site:   https://eclass.yorku.ca/course/view.php?id=156088
Tutorials, Labs and TA Contact Information
Tutorials will be held during the hours allocated to the class, interspersed with short lectures.
Land Acknowledgment
First Nations peoples have lived on this part of Turtle Island for millennia, stewarding the land, the water and all that contributes to life in this region. Today, the culture and presence of First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples enrich the lands and people of this territory.
More than two centuries ago, the Mississauga people welcomed settlers to this territory, providing sustenance and engaging in trade and commerce. Between 1781 and 1820, eight treaties were signed between the Crown and the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation, who opened their territory to settlement. Today, York University’s Keele Campus is located on Toronto Purchase Treaty, No. 13 lands and is situated on the traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat and Haudenosaunee.
Treaty history is foundational, and it is our collective responsibility to honour the land, as we honour and respect those who have gone before us, those who are here and those who have yet to come. We are grateful for the opportunity to be learning, working and thriving on this land, and we commit to learn the truth and be active in the process of reconciliation. (York University’s Keele Campus Land Acknowledgment)
Course Overview
An introduction to philosophical discussion about what exists, and how the most basic things interact with each other (the subject of metaphysics), and what we can truly know about such things (the subject of epistemology)
Course Description
This course is an introduction to epistemology and metaphysics, with a primary focus on empiricism in epistemology. Epistemology is a branch of philosophy concerned with the nature of knowledge and with questions about what we can know and how we can acquire knowledge. Metaphysics is a branch of philosophy concerned with the nature of reality, and addresses questions about what there is in the world and about the real nature of things. Empiricism is the widely held doctrine that all of human knowledge is derived from sense experience.
 
We will explore a sampling of epistemological and metaphysical questions in this course, using texts written by David Hume and Bertrand Russell.  We will take a look at the difficulties of knowing things, and as we pursue it we come to assess what must be there for us to know much about the world. However, you will not necessarily be asked to agree with either David Hume, or Bertrand Russell, though some of you may well do so. Our task is to examine their intriguing arguments and conclusions to see where they may have erred, or to endorse whatever they may have rightly observed, if we think so after critical reflection.
 


Pre-Requisites: None
Course Credit Exclusions (CCE): None
Course Learning Objectives
By the end of this course, students will be improve their ability to: 
(1) Critically analyze conceptual issues. 
(2) Actively read a text for its meaning. 
(3) Accurately summarize a text. 
(4) Critically evaluate a text. 
(5) Critically evaluate arguments. Form well considered judgments on difficult questions.
(6)   Construct well-thought-out arguments.
Course Organization
There are two meetings in person in the classroom to be announced on Mondays and Wednesdays for an hour and a beginning at 11:30 a.m.
On the eClass site for the course, we will begin discussing the material BEFORE we have any in-class lectures or discussions. Before each session in person, students must read the text selected for the session, post a primary comment on the text and a secondary comment on someone’s comment on the webpage. These comments will count for a grade only if posted thirty-six and twenty-four hours prior to the class. Further in class discussion will pick out some threads for comment, interposed by short lectures on the material. Reading and grasping the arguments in texts for yourself and forming and improving your opinions on it are emphasized in this course. Grading is based on how well a student does in these respects.
Instructor Office Hours and Communication Guidelines
Fridays at 1:30-2:00 p.m. on Zoom is set aside for personal office hours. Please set up the Zoom session by contacting the course director by e-mail jagdish@yorku.ca. We can also meet in the course director’s office at S437 Ross after class by arranging in advance.
Required Course Materials

	Course Learning Material
	Cost
	Availability

	David Hume, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding
	$14.00+ tax
	York U Bookstore

	Bertrand Russell, The Problems of Philosophy
	$15.00 + tax
	York U Bookstore

	These books may be available at no cost on the internet or from the Library. (See Project Gutenberg on the Web.)
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Total $
	$29.00 plus tax


Optional Course Materials
[Include any optional course learning material(s) and note any restrictions that would prevent students from using second-hand copies or previous editions. Also include the expected costs and indicate where optional course materials are available (e.g., York U Bookstore).]
	Course Learning Material
	Cost
	Availability

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Technical Requirements
Several platforms may be used in this course (e.g., eClass, Zoom, e-mail, in person in class etc.) to access course materials, submit assignments, contact the course director and engage in learning activities.
Need technical help? Check out the following links for information, resources and support:
· Student Guide to eClass, Zoom and AI Tools
· Online and Zoom Meeting Etiquette
· eLearning Getting Started (LA&PS eServices)
· Student Guide to Remote and Online Learning
If you need technical assistance, please consult the University Information Technology (UIT) Student Services webpage or email askit@yorku.ca.
Course Evaluations
Course Evaluation Chart
	Assessment
	Due Date
	Weight %
	Mode of Delivery

	Four written comments on eClass and oral discussion on Zoom each week
	36 and 24 hours before each class respectively
	60%
	2 primary and 2 secondary posts and oral discussion


	Midterm exam
	During the class before Reading Week 
	20%
	In-person hand-written

	Final exam
	During the Examination Priod
	20
	In-person hand-written

	
	
	100%
	

	
	
	
	


Assessment Descriptions

Each post on the eClass site for the session will be a paragraph or two in length. It will comment on the assigned material and a comment of another person, respectively. In class, particularly interesting threads of posts will be displayed on the screen discussed more generally.
The midterm and final exams will be written on booklets provided to you. Please bring your pens with you. Please bring photographic identification with you. You may bring any books to the exam, but no electronic devices may be used during the exam. 
How to Submit Assessments
The electronic comments are posted on the eClass website page reserved for the session.
Exams must be written in person.
Late Work Policy
Missed Assessments, Tests and Exams
If you have a medical certificate, or another good reason for a self declared absence, for missing the assignment deadline, you will be awarded a grade for a missed assignment that equals the average of the rest of your grades for the same kind of assignment. This will be calculated at the end of the course. Otherwise, the grade will be assessed as zero for that missed item, and the average calculated accordingly.

If How to Use Citations in this Course
You may use any form of citation you wish, but please cite your sources. Passing off the work of another as your own is a serious offence. Please do not make that mistake accidentally by not paying attention to your citations.
Resources to help with citations:
· I need to cite and reference, Learning Commons
· Drop-in Research Support, York U Libraries
· Writing Centre
· Student Papers & Academic Research Kit (SPARK)
· Grading
· The grading scheme for this course conforms to the 9-point system used in undergraduate programs at York University. For a full description of the York grading system, visit the York University Academic Calendar.
	Grade
	Grade Point
	Percent Range
	Description

	A+
	9
	90–100
	Exceptional

	A 
	8 
	80–89
	Excellent

	B+
	7
	75–79
	Very Good

	B
	6
	70–74
	Good

	C+
	5
	65–69
	Competent

	C
	4
	60–64
	Fairly Competent

	D+
	3
	55–59
	Passing

	D
	2
	50–54
	Marginally Passing

	E
	1
	40–49
	Marginally Failing

	F
	0
	0–39
	Failing


Weekly Course Schedule
	Week
	Readings and Activities
	Assessment Due Dates
	Learning Outcomes

	Week 1
Date
Location
	Introduction to the course
	
	

	Week 2
Date
Location
	Hume, Chapters I-III
	Twice per session, 36 and 24 hours prior
	Reading comprehension and critical skills

	Week 3
Date
Location
	Hume, Chapters IV, V
	Twice per session, 36 and 24 hours prior
	Reading comprehension and critical skills

	Week 4
Date
Location
	Hume, Chapters VI-VIII
	Twice per session, 36 and 24 hours prior
	Reading comprehension and critical skills

	Week 5
Date
Location
	Hume, Chapters IX-XI
	Twice per session, 36 and 24 hours prior
	Reading comprehension and critical skills

	Week 6
Date
Location
	Hume, Chapters XII
	Twice per session, 36 and 24 hours prior
	Reading comprehension and critical skills

	Week 7
Date
Location
	Russell, Chapters 1-4
	Twice per session, 36 and 24 hours prior
	Reading comprehension and critical skills


	Week 8
Date
Location
	Russell, Chapters 5-7
	Twice per session, 36 and 24 hours prior
	Reading comprehension and critical skills

	Week 9
Date
Location
	Russell, Chapters 8-11
	Twice per session, 36 and 24 hours prior
	Reading comprehension and critical skills

	Week 10
Date
Location
	Russell, Chapters 12
	Twice per session, 36 and 24 hours prior
	Reading comprehension and critical skills

	Week 11
Date
Location
	Russell, Chapters 13
	Twice per session, 36 and 24 hours prior
	Reading comprehension and critical skills

	Week 12
Date
Location
	Russell, Chapters 14, 15
	Twice per session, 36 and 24 hours prior
	Reading comprehension and critical skills


Course Policies
Please review the course policies in this section. All students are expected to familiarize themselves with the following information:
· Student Rights & Responsibilities
· Academic Accommodation for Students with Disabilities
Academic Integrity and Conduct
Academic integrity is a fundamental and important value of York University. To maintain a fair and honest learning environment, students are responsible for understanding and upholding standards of academic integrity in all courses and academic activities. Students are encouraged to use reliable on-campus resources that support coursework and academic honesty. To better understand the serious consequences of academic misconduct, review the Senate Policy on Academic Conduct.
Generative Artificial Intelligence (GenAI)
Students are not permitted to use generative artificial intelligence (AI) in this course. Submitting any work created, in whole or part, using generative AI tools will be considered a violation of York University’s Senate Policy on Academic Conduct. The use of AI tools, such as Microsoft Copilot, ChatGPT, DALL-E, translation software or similar applications, to complete academic work without the knowledge or permission of the instructor is considered a breach under York’s Academic Conduct Policy. For more information, review AI Technology & Academic Integrity: Information for Students.
If you are unsure whether the use of an AI tool for your academic work is permitted:
· Carefully review the assessment guidelines 
· Check for any messages from the course instructor on eClass
· Consult with the instructor or TA before using these tools
Accessibility
York University is committed to creating a learning environment which provides equal opportunity to all members of its community. If you anticipate or experience any barriers to learning in this course, please discuss your concerns with your instructor as early as possible. For students with disabilities, contact Student Accessibility Services to coordinate academic accommodations and services. Accommodations will be communicated to course directors through a Letter of Accommodation (LOA). Requests for test and/or exam accommodations normally require three (3) weeks or 21 days before the scheduled test or exam to allow for appropriate arrangements. To learn more, visit Accommodated Exam/Test Scheduling.
Academic Consideration for Missed Course Work
This policy applies to course assessments worth 20% or less of your overall course grade and does not apply to exams held during the final examination period. Students may self-declare two (2) 7-day consideration periods each 12-week term and one (1) 7-day consideration period per six (6)-week term. An Attending Physician’s Statement (APS) is not required for these self-declared absences. However, an instructor may request a signed APS for the final examination period, coursework worth more than 20% of the course grade and missed work outside of the self-declared academic consideration period(s).
Turnitin
To promote academic integrity in this course, students will normally be required to submit written assignments to Turnitin through the course’s eClass site for a review of textual similarity and the detection of possible plagiarism. In doing so, students consent to their material being included as source documents in the Turnitin reference database, where it will be used solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism. The terms that apply to the University’s use of the Turnitin service are available on the Turnitin website. Students may opt out of using Turnitin. Those who wish to opt out, should contact the instructor as soon as possible.
Student Support and Resources
York University offers a wide range of student support resources and services, including writing workshops, peer mentorship, wellness support and career guidance. Explore the links below to access these on-campus resources:
· Academic Advising provides support and guidance to students in making academic decisions and goals.
· Student Accessibility Services offers support and accessibility accommodations, as required.
· Student Counselling, Health & Wellbeing provides resources and counselling to support personal wellness and academic success.
· Peer-Assisted Study Sessions (PASS) Program and Student Numeracy Assistance Centre at Keele (SNACK) offer free study sessions and academic supports that enable students to collaborate and enhance their understanding of course content in select courses.
· The Writing Centre offers drop-in sessions, one-to-one appointments, a Multilingual Studio and access to an accessibility specialist.
· Centre for Indigenous Student Services provides a community space with academic, spiritual, cultural and physical support, including writing and learning skills programs.
· ESL Open Learning Centre (OLC) supports students in developing English language skills, including reading, writing and speaking.
· Roadmap to Student Success is a collection of timely and targeted resources to help students achieve academic, personal and professional success at different stages of their university journey.
· Office of Student Community Relations (OSCR) administers the Code of Student Rights & Responsibilities and provides critical incident and conflict resolution support.
· goSAFE is staffed by York students and provides escorted accompaniment for members of the York community to and from any on-campus locations, including the parking lots, bus stops or residences.
For a full list of academic, wellness and campus resources visit Student Support & Resources.
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