


Course Outline: Techniques of Persuasion
DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY
Note for students: This short course outline is provided for planning purposes only. Course information is tentative and subject to change; the final course syllabus will be available by the first day of classes.
Course Code
AP/MODR 1770 6.0 Techniques of Persuasion
Course Description
This is an interdisciplinary course in which we will look at persuasion along both its logical and psychological dimension. Along the logical dimension, you will learn about the standards of good reasoning in everyday life, as well as in science; you will develop a set of skills that will allow you to recognize and make good arguments, recognize and avoid bad arguments, as well as criticize arguments and ideas effectively. Along the psychological dimension, we will look at the underlying factors that influence people’s decisions. Using a range of examples from the world of marketing and advertising, politics, the media, etc., we will investigate the 6 principles that social psychologists have found to govern social influence and persuasion. As part of the coursework you will analyze the persuasion around us.
Course Delivery
Delivery Mode: BLEN
The course is delivered through asynchronous prerecorded lectures available on eClass and mandatory synchronous tutorials conducted live on Zoom by teaching assistants. Students are expected to follow the course roadmap, complete readings, and participate actively in tutorials.
Course Materials 
Influence: Science and Practice. by Robert Cialdini. Publisher: Allyn and Bacon; 5th edition (August 8, 2008). 

Critical Thinking: An Introduction to the Basic Skills – Canadian Seventh Edition. by: William Hughes; Jonathan Lavery; Broadview Press. 

Introduction to Logic and Critical Thinking by Van Cleave. Free PDF access: https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/introduction-to-logic-and-critical-thinking

A selection of materials which will be made available in PDF online or on EClass 

Tentative Grade Breakdown and Deadlines 

	Assessment
	Weight
	Mode
	Tentative Deadline

	Tutorial Participation
	30%
	Online, Synchronous
	Weekly

	6 Wiki Entries (short assignments)
	12%
	Take-home, Asynchronous
	Throughout year

	Assignments
	28%
	Take-home, Asynchronous
	Throughout year

	End-of-term Exams
	30%
	Online, Synchronous
	Exam periods

	Total
	100%
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