


Course Outline: Science, Nature and God
DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY
Note for students: This short course outline is provided for planning purposes only. Course information is tentative and subject to change; the final course syllabus will be available by the first day of classes.
Course Code
AP/PHIL 4280 3.0 Science, Nature and God
Course Description
This course investigates the extent to which the available scientific evidence supports the materialist view of the world over the theistic one. The questions addressed include: Does the scientific evidence concerning the origin and nature of the Universe, or of life and biological species better support scientific naturalism, or theism? Do the current cosmological models eliminate the need of a transcendent cause of the Universe? Is the Universe fine-tuned for life? Does life exhibit “irreducible complexity”, as the proponents of Intelligent Design have claimed? Do claims of miracles or anomalous psychological processes, as well as religious or mystical experiences (including near-death experiences) pose a theistic challenge to scientific naturalism? Do scientific explanations of religious experience and behaviour pose a naturalistic threat to theism? Are miracles compatible with the laws of nature, particularly with the law of conservation of energy? Is the scientific enterprise committed to, or even compatible with, scientific naturalism? The readings are from the philosophy of science (philosophy of physics, biology, and cognitive science), as well as from scientifically-informed philosophy of religion.
Course Delivery
Delivery Mode: SEMR
In-person seminar. In person attendance and participation are mandatory. Students are expected to engage critically with the readings, contribute to seminar discussion, and deliver an in-person presentation. 
Course Materials 
No textbook. Readings consist of journal articles and book chapters made available electronically through eClass and the York University library.
The readings are from the philosophy of science (philosophy of physics, biology, and cognitive science), as well as from scientifically-informed philosophy of religion.
Sample readings:
Week 4 (Jan 29): Do miracles involve violations of the conservation of energy?
MacGill, N. W. (1992). Miracles and conservation laws. Sophia, 31(1–2), 79–87. 
Larmer, R. (1992). Miracles and conservation laws: A reply to Professor MacGill. Sophia, 31(1–2), 89–95.
Tentative Grade Breakdown and Deadlines 
Assessments include participation, short critical reflections, a presentation, an essay outline, and a final essay. Written work is take-home and submitted online.

	Assessment
	Weight
	Mode
	Tentative Deadline

	Participation
	15%
	In-person, Synchronous
	Weekly

	Critical Reflections
	10%
	Take-home, Asynchronous
	Weekly

	Presentation
	15%
	In-person, Synchronous
	Scheduled individually

	Essay Outline
	15%
	Take-home, Asynchronous
	February 13, 2027

	Final Essay
	45%
	Take-home, Asynchronous
	April 10, 2027

	Total
	100%
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