AK/AS/PHIL 2090: Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion
Course Director: Dr. Jim Vernon

Email: jvernon@yorku.ca
University Extension: 33519 (but I check email much, much more often)
Office: SRoss 427
Office Hours: By appt. 
Course Description:  
This is not a course on philosophy in religion, i.e. it does not treat any or all of the various world religions and the philosophical viewpoints that find voice within them.  Rather, this course provides a survey of some central topics in the philosophy of religion. In other words, this course deals not with any specific religious tradition or text, but with enduring philosophical questions regarding the general concepts and nature of religious belief, experience, and practice. 
Through a selection of classic readings–ancient, medieval, modern, and 20th century–we will explore four fundamental ‘religious’ philosophical questions: 1) Does the God as traditionally conceived in the monotheistic Western religions exist? 2) Do matters of religious faith conflict with reason, or by contrast does reason support matters of religious faith? 3) What is the relationship between faith and morality, if any? 4) Can the widespread persistence of religious belief among human beings be explained away?
Required Texts:

All online, links provided below (just copy and paste the link for the topic/week)
Course Requirements:
Test # 1 25%
Term Paper 35%

Final Exam 40%
Lecture/Reading Schedule:
Wed. Sept. 10th
Course Intro.
Section 1: The Existence of God

Mon. 14th
Anselm ‘God truly exists’; Gaunilo, ‘What someone, on behalf of the fool, replies to these arguments’; Anselm, ‘Reply to Gaunilo’:
https://antilogicalism.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/gaunilo-anselm.pdf
Wed. Sept 16th
Aquinas ‘The Existence of God: https://homepages.uc.edu/~martinj/The%20Infinite/Aquinas%20-%20the%20Five%20Ways%20-%20SummaTheologica%20P1Q2A3.pdf
Mon. Sept. 21st
Aquinas ‘The Existence of God’ (cont.)
Wed. Sept. 23rd
Hume, selections from Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion: https://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/hume1779.pdf
Mon. Sept 28th
Hume, selections from Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion (cont.)
Wed. Sept. 30th
Mackie, ‘Evil and Omnipotence’: 
https://jwood.faculty.unlv.edu/unlv/Articles/evilomnipotence.pdf
Mon. Oct. 5th
Mackie, ‘Evil and Omnipotence’ (cont.)

Wed. Oct. 7th
Mid-Term Exam!!!! (term paper questions posted)
Mon. Oct. 12th-Wed. Oct. 14th
No Class (‘Reading’ Week)

Mon. Oct. 19th
Section 2: Faith and/or Reason?

Wed. Oct. 21st
Pascal, selections from Pensées: https://www.york.ac.uk/depts/maths/histstat/pascal_wager.pdf
Mon. Oct. 26th
Locke, ‘Faith and Reason, and their distinct provinces’ from An Essay Concerning Human Understanding:
https://earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/locke1690book4.pdf
Wed. Oct 28th
Locke, ‘Enthusiasm’ from An Essay Concerning Human Understanding:

https://earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/locke1690book4.pdf
Mon. Nov. 2nd
Kierkegaard, selections from Fear and Trembling: 

https://www.religion-online.org/book-chapter/chapter-2-preliminary-expectoration/
Wed. Nov. 4th
Kierkegaard, selections from Fear and Trembling: 

https://www.religion-online.org/book-chapter/chapter-3-problem-one-is-there-such-a-thing-as-a-teleological-suspension-of-the-ethical/
Section 3: Faith and/or Morality?

Mon. Nov. 9th
Plato, Euthyphro
https://classics.mit.edu/Plato/euthyfro.html
Wed. Nov 11th
Plato, Euthyphro (cont.)
Mon. Nov. 16th
Kant, selections from Critique of Practical Reason
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/5683/5683-h/5683-h.htm

Wed. Nov. 18th
Kant selections from Critique of Practical Reason (cont.)

Section 4: Explaining Faith Away

Mon. Nov 23rd
Freud, ‘Future of an Illusion’: 
https://archive.org/download/sigmund-freud-the-future-of-an-illusion/sigmund-freud-the-future-of-an-illusion.pdf
Wed. Nov. 25th
Freud, ‘Future of an Illusion’ (cont.)

Mon. Nov. 30th
Marx, ‘Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right’: https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1843/critique-hpr/intro.htm
Term paper due!

Wed. Dec. 2nd
Marx, ‘Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right’ (cont.)

Mon. Dec 7th
Optional Course/Exam Review
Final Exam (scheduled by university)

Information on essays and late penalties

Essays are due at the start of the second last week of class, November 30th. However, all students can have an automatic extension of up to one week for their term paper. No documentation is required, and you don’t need to request it. The penalty, however, will be that you will receive a grade, but no comments. After that week, papers will be accepted for 7 more days, with a penalty of 5% per day; again, these papers will receive no comments. To be fair to those who submitted in time to receive feedback, students who receive no comments, but do not agree with their grade can then petition to have their work re-graded by someone else, and I will support the petition. After April 10th, term papers will not be accepted. Exceptions will only be made for a) illness (with official MD’s note) and b) death in the family. I must be given 24 hours notice on email for these exceptions to be made, and they are at my discretion, not automatic. 
Departmental requirements demand that all essays be uploaded to ‘turnitin.com’; a link to upload the paper will be provided on the eclass page. Pursuant to the Guidelines of the Yorku Academic Advisory Group, students have the right to opt out of submitting assignments to Turnitin. However, if you elect not to use Turnitin, in order to ensure academic integrity and fairness, I will conduct my own academic integrity review which will require one or more of the following: the submission of multiple drafts, the submission of a detailed annotated bibliography, or the submission of photocopies of source documents. I may also require you to take an oral examination directed at issues of your assignment’s originality, ask you to respond in writing to questions about your assignment’s originality, or provide a written report concerning the process of completing the work. The easiest option, in short, is submitting to Turnitin. I will not assign a grade to any essay that has not been submitted to Turnitin or that has not met my requirements for an alternative academic integrity review. 
Information on registering for and using turnitin.com can be found here: http://www.yorku.ca/computng/students/turnitin.html. 

Essays must be uploaded to ‘turnitin.com’ in order to count as submitted. Papers will not be graded until they are uploaded. 

Academic Dishonesty

It is YOUR responsibility to know what Academic Dishonesty is, what the penalties for it are, and how to avoid it. Know in advance that I will seek, at minimum, a zero on the offending work, and that the penalty can include your being debarred, not only from York, but from all Canadian universities. In short, don’t do it. If you are remotely unsure about what levels of citation, collaboration, etc. constitute A.D., go to the Academic Integrity web site at York University: http://www.yorku.ca/academicintegrity.  
Policy on AI use: In this course, the use of generative AI engines to produce coursework for you is strictly prohibited. Let me take the time to explain why. As yet, there is little difficulty in distinguishing between lengthy human and AI generated essays on topics like those on which you will write in this course; remember that we will also have samples of your writing on hand from your tests to compare with your paper in terms of style, and your paper will also go through a plagiarism detector. The work you submit is to be your own, according to both university policy and my expectations, and thus having AI write any portion for you, including brainstorming and editing, constitutes academic dishonesty. 

Much more importantly, however, relying on AI to do the thinking for you is effectively just a way of robbing yourself of exactly what you’re paying for in taking this course: the opportunity not only to study the arguments of others, but to add to them by crafting your own work in response. For this introductory-style course, emphasis should be on developing your own critical reading and writing skills; this is, after all, presumably what you’re in university for, and it is certainly what graduate schools and potential employers presume you will be gaining through the university experience. To ensure this focus, on the essay assignment assignment, not only are no secondary sources required; no secondary sources will be allowed. This has the added benefit of helping to ensure that you do not rely on AI to assist you in the writing of the essay, as AI generators typically pad out their answers with brief snippets of multiple sources to make an essay look more researched than it is; as you may or may not be aware, these sources are often miscited, and sometime wholly invented by the engine so, again, it is obvious when you use it. In this course, we are trying to ascertain both your level of knowledge of the material, as well as your ability to make an argument concerning it that is compelling to a neutral or skeptical reader; thus, you must engage with the course texts alone, and focus on grounding your exegesis of the philosophers in the primary source material, as well as building an argumentative case for your take on the problem in the essay question. 
I would close by reminding you that this is a philosophy course, and one not required for any major; the rewards of studying philosophy–particularly the philosophy of religion–are not primarily monetary, but arise through challenging yourself both to grapple with well-constructed arguments, and to hone your own skills in making them in response. This class also sells out quickly, and has a waitlist; so if you’re not interested in actually doing the work, I would strongly encourage you to drop and open up the slot for someone who is. 
Thus, both to avoid a potential academic honesty hearing, as well as to receive the best return on your investment of money and time, I would strongly urge all of you to avoid the temptation of getting AI to do any of the work for you. It is really to your own benefit.

IMPORTANT  COURSE  INFORMATION  FOR  STUDENTS

Access/Disability
















York provides services for students with disabilities (including physical, medical, learning and psychiatric disabilities) needing accommodation related to teaching and evaluation methods/materials. 

It is the student's responsibility to register with disability services as early as possible to ensure that appropriate academic accommodation can be provided with advance notice. You are encouraged to schedule a time early in the term to meet with each professor to discuss your accommodation needs. Failure to make these arrangements may jeopardize your opportunity to receive academic accommodations.  


Additional information is available at www.yorku.ca/disabilityservices or from disability service providers:

· Office for Persons with Disabilities: N108 Ross, 416-736-5140, www.yorku.ca/opd
· Learning and Psychiatric Disabilities Programs - Counselling & Development Centre: 130 
BSB, 416-736-5297, www.yorku.ca/cdc
· Atkinson students - Atkinson Counselling & Supervision Centre: 114 Atkinson, 416-736-
5225, www.yorku.ca/atkcsc
Religious Observance Accommodation












York University is committed to respecting the religious beliefs and practices of all members of the community, and making accommodations for observances of special significance to adherents.  Should any of the dates specified in this syllabus for an in-class test or examination pose such a conflict for you, contact the Course Director within the first three weeks of class.  Similarly, should an assignment to be completed in a lab, practicum placement, workshop, etc., scheduled later in the term pose such a conflict, contact the Course director immediately.  Please note that to arrange an alternative date or time for an examination scheduled in the formal examination periods (December and April/May), students must complete an Examination Accommodation Form, which can be obtained from Student Client Services, Student Services Centre or online at http://www.registrar.yorku.ca/pdf/exam_accommodation.pdf 

Student Conduct

















Students and instructors are expected to maintain a professional relationship characterized by courtesy and mutual respect and to refrain from actions disruptive to such a relationship.  Moreover, it is the responsibility of the instructor to maintain an appropriate academic atmosphere in the classroom, and the responsibility of the student to cooperate in that endeavour.  Further, the instructor is the best person to decide, in the first instance, whether such an atmosphere is present in the class.  A statement of the policy and procedures involving disruptive and/or harassing behaviour by students in academic situations is available on the York website http://www.yorku.ca/secretariat/legislation/senate/harass.htm 

