


Course Outline: Phil 3750, Philosophy of AI
DEPARTMENT OF Philosophy
Note for students: This short course outline is provided for planning purposes only. Course information is tentative and subject to change; the final course syllabus will be available by the first day of classes.
Course Code
Phil 3750
Course Description

This course is an introductory overview of artificial intelligence (AI) as a framework for modeling and analyzing cognition. We will consider fundamental ideas about the nature of intelligence and cognition in general. Topics include the exploration of computer models for concepts such as remembering, learning, inference and affect. We will introduce classical symbolic robots, modern robotics, symbolic and connectionist modeling, and dynamic systems.

Requirements: At least six credits in philosophy, or permission of the instructor. NOTE: This course is not open to any student who has successfully completed or who is taking AK/AS/SC/COSC3402 3.0, AK/AS/SC/COSC44013.0, AK/AS/SC/COSC4402 3.0, AK/AS/SC/COSE4302 3.0, A
Background knowledge in Logic is not an official requirement but will be extremely helpful. If you are not sure whether your logic skills are sufficient, please check with the instructor.
Course Delivery
Delivery Mode: ONLN
The course in a remote online course with both asynchronous, as well as synchronous activities, the synchronous activities are required as well. The course contains Lecture (both prerecorded and in class) and class discussion on both eclass and in class.
We will meet regularly (during the assigned class time, which is Thursdays at 11:30-2:30) on Zoom. Other activities, like lectures and some assignments will be online on the class page.

To ensure that you receive a high quality and hopefully transformative educational experience, regular active participation (including in the Zoom class, and on eclass) is a requirement of this class. You cannot pass this class if you miss more than 33% of the discussion of material, i.e. more 3 in-person class or you fail to fulfil the minimum the forum requirements. In other words, active participation (orally and in writing) is mandatory for this course. There are no exceptions for this, this course cannot be taken as a purely asynchronous online course.
Typical weeks include required reading, viewing some video content, participating actively in discussion forums and at Zoom lectures with Q&A and discussion, as well as completing an assignment or an exam. To be successful in this class, you will need to log in at least several times per week to access course materials and to participate actively in the class.

Course Learning Objectives: 
After completing this course, students should be able to:
1. Understand in some depth the main topics in contemporary analytic philosophy of Artificial Intelligence, and different views regarding the role of artificial intelligence (AI) as a framework for modeling and analyzing cognition, including different views of the role of classical symbolic robots, modern robotics, symbolic and connectionist modeling, and dynamic systems.
2. Evaluate others’ arguments and to create their own.  
3. Develop the ability to analyse of arguments 
4. Know about several contemporary figures in the philosophy of Artificial Intelligence.

Besides knowledge acquisition (see (1) and (4) above) central goals of this course are the development and improvement of communicative skills, see (2) and (3) above. This includes (a) impromptu reactions with little or no time to prepare, (b) sharpened persuasive communication skills in real time and real life, without the help of online tools or AI in actual real world social settings, and (c) improvement of real-time reaction to questions and arguments you encounter. Consequently, you cannot take this course as a pure asynchronous course without real time interactions with others. Regular active participation in class discussions on Zoom and in the discussion groups is a necessary requirement for this course.
Learning objectives (1) and (4) include that students work on their skills to read original philosophical contributions, i.e. first order sources from the time, instead of just summaries of positions or views (2nd order sources). Consequently, using any generative artificial intelligence (GenAI) tools is prohibited in this course. 
Course Materials 
Clark, A. (ed.) (1997). Being There: Putting Brain, Body, and World Together Again. MIT Press (Bradford book). This edition of the textbook is freely available from the library website (Scott Library) and can be downloaded there.
Several papers (online, Moodle/eclass)
Tentative Grade Breakdown and Deadlines 
[Provide a breakdown of course components into individual assessments, including the weight of each assessment and anticipated date held or due date. Include whether assessments are held in-person or online or if they might be held outside of class time (e.g. evenings or weekends)] 



	Assessment
	Weight
	Mode
	Tentative Deadline

	Homework for each class/topic
	[10%]
	Online, Asynchronous, outside of class time
	weekly

	Module End Tests (METs), 3 together)     
	30%
(each 10%)
	Online, Asynchronous, outside of class time
	Dates: Sept 27, Oct 25, Nov 29

	Forum, class and group activities           
	15%
	Both online, asynchronous and outside of class time and in-person on zoom, synchronous during class time
	weekly

	One mini assignment
	15%
	Online, Asynchronous, outside of class time
	Date: Oct 11

	Individual oral final exam
	30%
	Online, Synchronous
	During the exam period

	
	100%
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